
I had a four-day weekend 
on my hands around 
Holi and wanted to go 

to a quiet place away from 
the city’s bustle and noise, 
but not too far away either. I 
happened to stumble upon 
The Judge’s Court’s website 
and immediately knew this 
was where I was going. It 
is a 100-year-old country 
manor built for Justice Sir Jai 
Lal and one can see family 
pictures and memorabilia 
strewn all over the property. It 
is located at Pragpur, a clean 
heritage village nestled in the 
Kangra valley. 

It’s like time travel to 
a place where people lead 
simple lives, smile a lot and 
stop you on the road for a 

chat. Quaint little shops, 
a community pond for the 
villagers to bathe in, a small 
temple, cobbled stone 
paths leading up to some 
abandoned huts…this place 
has oodles of old-world 
charm. Come here with a 
book, sketchbook or camera. 
Or just amble about in the 
artisans’ village, and buy spicy 
pickles or some weaves if you 
like. The hotel’s home-style 
food is to die for. Outside 
of the hotel, you will only 
fi nd pakora and samosa stalls. 
Or you could go for freshly 
squeezed sugarcane juice. 
You will fall in love with this 
sleepy little town, with a 
breathtaking view of snow-
capped mountains all around.

The accommodation 
comprises 10 rooms and is 
favoured by expats looking 
for a taste of rural India. It 
is surrounded by an orchard 
with mango, lychee, plum, 
citrus and exotic trees 
like camphor, clove and 
sandalwood. The Kuthiala 
Sood family that runs The 
Judge’s Court has been part 
of the heritage village of 
Pragpur since the time it 
was founded. They grow 
their own fruit, vegetables, 
wheat, maize and oil seeds. 
Even milk is from their 
own dairy and water is 
exclusively piped from a 
mountain spring. 

One can also go here 
for nature walks and 

birdwatching. Angling is 
possible in the Beas river 
if one gets a licence in 
advance. People also come 
to visit ancient temples like 
Jawalamukhi-Chintpurni. 
A trip to Norbulingka, the 
Tibetan institute for art and 
crafts or to Andretta (if you’re 
interested in pottery) are 
highly recommended.

 —Ritika Jain

Go there for  A leisurely stay at a 100-year-
old family manor.

Address  Jai Bhawan, Pragpur, 
Himachal Pradesh–177107 

Reservations  info@judgescourt.com 

Website  www.judgescourt.com

Tariff  `6,000 for a double room including 
breakfast and taxes for two persons
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It was my fi rst trip to 
Guwahati, ‘The Gateway 
to the Northeast,’ and 

the city welcomed me with 
its beautiful landscape dotted 
with plains, punctuated 
by hills on the periphery. 
After a one-hour drive from 
the airport, I reached my 
destination, Vivanta by Taj, 
the group’s new property in 
the Northeast. 

Primarily a business 
property, spread over fi ve 
acres, the hotel also caters 
to the needs of the leisure 
traveller. The entrance to 
the hotel has a dome-like 
structure and a number of 
bells at the reception, and I 
was ushered in with thekera, 
a local Assamese drink, and 

a beautifully crafted japi, 
a traditional Assamese hat, 
and a traditional towel called 
gamucha. The hotel has a 
total of 150 rooms (with 100 
operational and 50 under 
construction) ranging from 
the basic Superior Charm 
Room to the luxurious 
Presidential Nirvana Suite. 
The hotel also houses three 
conference halls, namely, 
Debate, Agenda and 
Strategy, and four banquet 
halls that are spacious 
enough to accommodate 
huge gatherings.

My Deluxe Delight 
Room with its huge windows 
offered me a stunning view 
of the hills. I relaxed in the 
comfort of my room until 

lunchtime and later on, 
headed to their restaurant, 
Seven, named so because it 
offers the taste of the seven 
Northeast states. After a 
hearty meal, I paid a visit 
to the Kamakhya Devi 
Temple and recognised the 
inspiration behind the hotel’s 
architecture—a dome-shaped 
structure with a large number 
of bells hanging on one of 
the walls. On my return, the 
evening was meticulously 
planned by the hotel and I 
was served a refreshing drink 
called An Ode To The Seven 
Sisters at Octave—the in-
house resto-bar followed by 
a candlelight dinner with 
a Bihu performance by 
local artistes.

The following day, I 
treated myself to an hour of 
pampering at Jiva Spa. From 
its signature experiences to 
Indian therapies, I chose 
Vishram (relaxation massage) 
and, post a rejuvenating 
massage, I enjoyed delicious 
dim sums with different 
fl avours of tea at Umami, the 
Oriental restaurant. A perfect 
end to the day.

—Garima Gupta

Go there for  Business with leisure.

Address  Nikita Complex, G.S. Road, 
Khanapara, Guwahati–781022

Reservations  (0361) 7106 710

Website  www.vivantabytaj.com

Tariff  `12,000 onwards
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